United Dance Competitive Dance / Acrobatic Team
Company Handbook 2011/2012

Introduction

The competitive dance team is designed for the student who is highly motivated in the performing arts.  Placement on a competition team is an honor and should be regarded as such.  Those selected should incorporate the following into their dance studies:

· Must be self-motivated.

· Must work extra hard on all technical and performance skills AND have a desire to develop these skills further. 

· Must have a positive attitude.

· Must have a team mentality and show support for fellow team members, the studio, and the teachers.
· Must have a supportive family that shows respect for all teachers, other parents, and especially other students at all times.

Commitment

Dance Team participants are required to participate from October 2011 through Nationals in 2012.  Acrobatic Team participants are required to participate from September 2011 through March 2012.  Students must be registered and regularly attend the dance or acrobatic technique class of the same discipline as their competition class.  (For example: Susie is enrolled in a jazz competition class and therefore must be enrolled in a jazz technique class.)  Do not take this commitment lightly as all teachers expect for you to fulfill this commitment.  All students and parents are required to sign a student/parent agreement.  

Attendance

Excellent attendance is mandatory!  Students on a Dance Competition Team may miss no more than 6 classes from October 2011 – Nationals 2012.  Students on an Acrobatic Competition Team may miss no more than 6 classes from September 2011 – March 2012.  Attendance is very important because the student will be learning new elements of the routine every week.  When a student misses a class, their absence will affect their ability to learn the new choreography with the team, and also hold the rest of the team back because the teacher has will have to go over the same choreography.  Any student who misses 6 classes, a scheduled competition, or nationals will be dismissed from the team and will forfeit their chance of making another team in the future.  There will be no make-up classes or private lessons given for missed classes.
Competition Coaches & Teaching Staff

United Dance has a group of very talented and dedicated choreographers.  Teaching dance is our passion and we couldn’t imagine doing anything else.  We take our jobs seriously and want you to know that your children are our priority!  It is the goal of our studio to encourage your children to develop their skills to their fullest ability.

“Ms. Vickie” Zachary – Ballet, Junior Jazz, and Junior Lyrical Teams

“Ms. Amber” Wening – Tap, Musical Theatre, Senior Lyrical Teams

“Ms. Andrea” Stainback – Lawrence - Clogging and Acro-Dance Teams

“Ms. Jessica” Pugh – Junior Hip-Hop Team

“Ms. Kim” Gibson – Senior Hip-Hop Team

“Ms. Mimi” – Senior Jazz Team

“Coach Mikel” Francis – Acro-Dance and Acrobatic Teams

Financial Commitment/Competition Fees

Being on any competition team requires a substantial financial commitment.  Acrobatic and Dance Team members are required to compete in 3 to 5 competitions in the 2011-2012 dance season.  There is a one-time competition membership service charge per student for the 2011-2012 season of $5.  There are also competition service charges and fees associated with each competition the student performs in.  The competition fees range from $20 to $50 per dance/per competition and are set in the competition guidelines.  (For example: Susie is on the ballet competition team, hip hop competition team, and lyrical competition team.  She will be required to pay a competition fee for each dance team at every competition we perform with.)  No student will be allowed to compete if fees are not paid and will be dismissed from the team.  Tuition is also a huge financial commitment.  Please keep in mind when committing to your team, you must be able to attend and pay for all technique classes and the competition classes for which you are selected for and agree to.  There is a $12 registration fee to sign up for any classes at United Dance during the 2011-2012 dance seasons.  Payment of tuition must be made monthly.
Competitions

The competition schedule for the 2011-2012 dance/acrobatic season is as follows:

Dance Team

1) March 30 – April 1st (Dance Out)
2) April 20th-22th (Talent on Parade) or (ShowBiz) or (Applause)
3) April 27th-29th (Stage One)

We will vote on whether we compete in a National Dance Competition and if so, where we compete.  If it is decided that we will participate in a National Competition, there will be additional competition fees.  If we vote to travel to another city, there will also be additional travel expenses.  

Acrobatics Team

1) November 13th – 1:00 (Lenexa Family Life Center)
2) January 21st – 1:00 (Shawnee Civic Center)
3) February 11th – 2:00 (Lenexa Family Life Center)
4) March 3rd – 1:00 (Trailridge Middle School)

All dancers and acrobats are required to perform at all regional and national competitions.  Most of these events will take place locally with a chance of a National Dance competition in another city/state.  For dance competitors, it is important for you to not make any plans in the span of the dates given for each competition.  Exact dates and times will not be available until approximately 1-2 weeks prior to the competition.  If you are on several competition teams, you may spend the majority of the weekend at the competition.  We make every effort to select competitions that will provide our dancers and their families with the best experience possible.
· Competitions are an educational opportunity – Students learn team building skills, performing arts skills, and develop self-confidence that will last a lifetime.  It also gives teachers and students an opportunity to see “what else is out there” and grow from there.
· It is a fun, family activity – Students and their families will spend time together.  Parents/Family members should encourage their child/sibling/family member to do their best and have fun. 
The Competition Experience

It is important to understand that competing as a member of the United Dance/Acro Team is a privilege, and the student should be honored they were chosen because this is a great performance opportunity.   Competition results are only subjective opinions.  Your child’s growth shouldn’t be completely gauged by their score at competition.  It is important to keep their competition experiences positive and be proud of them and their team, no matter how they score.  We do not foster competition within or between our dance teams.  All we ask is for each student to perform to their full potential.  
Costumes

A separate costume will be chosen for each routine, dance and acrobatic, in which a student was selected for. By accepting placement on a competition team, you agree to purchase and wear the costume designated by your teacher.  Cost is based on specific costumes.  You will receive that information shortly.  

Team Warm-Ups

We wear team warm-ups to each competition.  Our warm-ups consist of a team jacket and pants.  Team participants are required to wear these at all competitions when not performing.  

Parent Roles

United Dance highly stresses that we want and promote a “Drama-Free” zone!  Plainly speaking, parents are expected at all times to be supportive, respectful, and courteous to all team members and their families as well as other teams, other team member’s parents/teachers, and the judges at all dance competitions.  We will not tolerate rudeness, jealousy, resentment, or disrespect to another team member, their family, a teacher, etc.  Please do not bring negativity into the studio!  A positive attitude is expected!
A parent’s role is to do the following:

· Support all of the kids at the studio.

· Teach your child that the competition will be tough and there could be others who are better than they are.

· Be happy for others when they do well.
· Teach your child to be happy for others when they do well.  

· Help other parents who may be new to the program or have questions about the competition.

· Support your teachers and their decisions so that your child will learn to do the same.

· Come into the studio weekly to check for competition handouts/posted updates, etc.

Students and Parents who support the team, the teachers/coaches, and each other will be successful!  We want all our children to succeed, but success is not measured by the size of the trophy they bring home or by the row in which they stand on the stage.  Success is measured by the effort they put forth!
Dress Code/Personal Hygiene/Make-up/Hair Requirements

It is very important to have good hygiene, not only for competitions, but also for class.  Some teachers require dancers to wear certain clothing.  Please adhere to your teachers’ dress code.  For dance competitions, it is very likely you will be required to wear specific make-up, wear your hair in a certain style or have costume accessories which are required (hairclip/earrings).  For upcoming competitions, please remember it is important to look your best!  Follow your instructor’s hair, makeup, and accessory instructions 100%.  Please do not ever deviate from their instructions!  Having an impeccable and uniform appearance is an important part of competition.  We are not only judged on our dance technique, but on our appearance as well.  It is a good idea to have a make-up case and/or tote bag with hairspray, bobby pins, deodorant, a small sewing kit, safety pins, pain reliever, make-up remover, baby wipes, etc.
Dance/Acrobatic Team Letter of Commitment

This contract servers as an agreement between you and United Dance Inc. as produced and directed by Vickie Zachary, owner and director.  Your child has been selected to be a member of the 2011-2012 United Dance Acrobatic/Dance Teams.  Your signature below indicates you have read this contract and fully understand all requirements/commitments associated with participating in this program as outlined in your Competition Dance/Acrobatic Team Handbook.  Furthermore, your signature and the signature of your child, indicates your acceptance of these terms and conditions and your awareness of the time/monetary commitment involved in this program.
Please note:  At any time a teacher or the director of the studio feels that a student has violated the United Dance No Tolerance rule of extreme bad behavior, disrespectfulness to other students or teachers (causing them to be dismissed from class or at a competition), or numerous unexcused absences, we have the right to expel you from the team, and any fees paid are non-refundable.  Also, if all fees are not paid by the time of the due date for a competition, the student will not be able to perform.  
Student:

Being a member of the 2011-2012 Dance/Acrobatic Competition Team means, I will actively participate from October 2011 – Nationals 2012.  I will not miss more than 6 classes in this time period.  I am committed to this dance program and I will participate in ALL performances, special engagements, competitions, and recitals which are scheduled during this time period.  I will come to class on time, dressed appropriately, with proper shoes, and ready to learn.  

Being a member of the United Dance or Acrobatic Team means I will dedicate myself to working hard and will always have a positive attitude.  By signing this contract below, I am taking ownership and will become part of the United Dance/Acrobatic Competition Team.  I will always treat this opportunity with kindness and respect at all times.  

Signature________________________________________  Date ___________________ 

Parent:

Please be sure you feel comfortable with your ability to handle the fees associated with this activity.  As with most competitive activities, there are many uncontrollable circumstances and we don’t want to catch anyone off guard with this dance obligation.  

Monthly tuition, competition fees, costume fees, etc. all have due dates.  These due dates are always posted at the studio, in the newsletter, and on the website – www.uniteddanceinc.com.  Monthly tuition is due at the beginning of each month and is late after 21 days.  Late fees are outlined in your handbook information and will be added to any late payments.  There shouldn’t be any excuse for lack of knowledge of a due date or amount.  It is each parent/students responsibility to be aware of any fees due, schedule changes, etc.  We suggest for you to come into the studio weekly to check on any competition updates.  

I have read the above information and will be responsible for my child’s account and activity requirements.  

Signature________________________________________  Date ___________________ 

Please return this agreement, signed, to the front desk as soon as possible.  Please complete one form for each of your children who have accepted placement on a United Dance Competition Team or United Dance Acrobatics Team. 
Dance Out Competition – March 30th - April 1st (Liberty, MO)


Competition Fees Due By:  February 20th, 2012


Nationals Location:  Kansas City, MO – June 28th – July 1st
Talent on Parade Competition – April 20th – 22nd (KC Municipal Auditorium)


Competition Fees Due By:  March 13th, 2012


Nationals Location:  St. Charles, MO (outside St. Louis) – July 10th – July 15th
Show Biz Competition – April 20th – April 22nd (Overland Park, KS)


Competition Fees Due By:  March 13th, 2012


Nationals Location:  Branson, MO – July 18th – 22nd
Applause Competition – April 20th – April 22nd (Liberty, MO Performing Arts Center)


Competition Fees Due By:  March 13th, 2012


Nationals Location:  Chicago, IL – June 21st – 26th 

Stage One Competition – April 27th – 29th (Overland Park, KS)


Competition Fees Due By:  March 17th, 2012

Nationals Location:  Dallas, TX – July 6th – 9th
United Dance





“Fueling the Spirit of Kansas City’s Dancers since 1984”





310 West 89th Terrace, Kansas City, MO 64114


816-822-0144


� HYPERLINK "http://www.uniteddanceinc.com" ��www.uniteddanceinc.com�





Vickie Zachary


Owner/Director





United Dance is owned and operated by Vickie Zachary.  Ms. Vickie, as she is affectionately known by her students, opened United Dance 27 years ago to serve the expressive minds and bodies of Kansas City.  The philosophy of the studio has never changed, 





“Learn to Dance, Love to Dance”











